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A message from the Regional Director of
NJSBDC at Brookdale Community College

OCTOBER 17 - 19, 2022

Introducing

Dr. Jackeline
Mejias-Fuertes
Regional Director
of NJSBDC at
Brookdale
Community
College

& Change-Maker

Follow Her!

We begin our 8th annual Women Entrepreneurs
Rock event by expressing our sincere appreciation
to all of the supporters, sponsors, keynote
speakers, the master of ceremony, panelists,
presenters, staff, and volunteers who invested
their time, effort, and energy year after year in
assisting the NJSBDC at Brookdale Community
College in making a positive difference throughout
the state of New Jersey over the past 9 years.
We are very fortunate and appreciative to be part
of a community that comes together to support
one another. Our Women Entrepreneurs Rock
event may have changed some over the last
couple of years, but our goal will always be aligned
with building community, changing lives, and
making an impact. A lot has changed over the past
eight years, but the NJSBDC at Brookdale
Community College’s commitment to providing
quality programs, activities, and signature events
has remained the same.

The first day of our symposium takes place on Monday, October 17th at The Whitechapels Project in Long Branch from
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Attendees will be engaged by a panel of highly qualified female entrepreneurs and business owners
who will be discussing timely topics pertaining to being a woman in business. A ‘Q&A’ session will be provided to
attendees to give them a chance to have one-on-one discussions with the panel of experts.
The second day of the event will take place virtually on Tuesday, October 18th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Four live webinars
will be hosted online courtesy of Brookdale Community College. This full day of webinars will be catered specifically
toward female small business owners and entrepreneurs and will be led by some of the best female business leaders in
the nation.
The last and final day of the Women Entrepreneurs Rock symposium event will take place on the evening of
Wednesday, October 19th at The Wonder Bar in Asbury Park, New Jersey from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. MOSBDC is bringing
the Women Entrepreneurs Rock event back to its usual home in Asbury Park to celebrate the last night of the
symposium at one of New Jersey’s most iconic venues. Attendees will enjoy a night of networking and unmissable
speaking sessions centered around financing small business ventures and the challenges women face in business.
You don’t want to miss any aspect of the Women Entrepreneurs Rock Symposium. We hope you enjoy our 8th annual
Women Entrepreneurs Rock Symposium, and we look forward, as always, to serving You and Your business
development needs. Take a few minutes to browse the 8th Annual Women Entrepreneurs Rock Program Guide for a
listing of the new activities.
Building Community, Changing Lives and Making an Impact.

Dr. Jackeline Mejias-Fuertes
Regional Director of NJSBDC at Brookdale Community College

Follow
MOSBDC!

NJBAC AT YOUR SERVICE
In 2021, New Jersey Business Action Center’s experts served over 150,000
businesses of all sizes statewide to help them grow and thrive.

TECHNICAL
ASSISTANC
1,000+ attendees completed
Etopics
157
onwebinars

STATE PLANNING

NJBAC’s Office of Planning is actively
working with 70+ towns to achieve
their environmental and
land-use goals

ranging from financing to
exports

LIVE CHAT SERVICE
OUTREACH

100,000+ businesses assisted on
business certification inquiries,
startup resources and more

In communication with81,600
business contacts annually
and
25,896 emails requests
for assistance

EXPORT ASSISTANCE

$1.25 million in State Trade Expansion
Program (STEP) Grant funds awarded to
68 businesses

ADVOCACY

Serving all 21 counties and
565 municipalities, NJBAC’s
Business Advocates are on
location to help business
relocate, expand or find
new space

Scan to
Contact NJBAC
33 West State Street | P.O. Box 820 | Trenton, NJ 08625-0820

www.business.nj.gov • 1–800–JERSEY–7

Introducing our
Keynote Speaker...
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OCTOBER 17TH, 2022 - 6PM TO 10PM
Marilyn Schlossbach transcends the boundaries of
the kitchen as an entrepreneur, mother, and active
citizen spearheading social and environmental
initiatives.

Keynote Speaker

Marilyn
Schlossbach
Entrepreneur
Chef
Mother
Humanitarian

Created with her artist husband, Scott Szegeski,
The Marilyn Group is recognized for its unique
sense of place and welcoming vacation lifestyle.
Their shared passion for travel, culture, the arts,
and the ocean culminate in the group's
restaurants, venues, and projects.
Together, she and Scott have heightened each
other's artistic expressions - hers in the kitchen
and his in gyotaku art and craftsmanship - to
nurture a company rooted in creativity, hospitality,
equality, sustainability, and ohana.

Marilyn is a self-taught chef and author with a passion for the coast she calls home and a commitment to nurturing her
community through the culinary arts.
Her work goes beyond her restaurants, advocating for sustainable agriculture, accessible culinary and hospitality
training, and dining destinations that help underserved communities flourish. This is exemplified in her not-for-profit,
Food For Thought By The Sea.
The organization provides a platform to improve underserved communities through creative culinary outlets, social
awareness, and positive learning environments for youth. In addition, Marilyn and her Food for Thought by the Sea
network have ensured a healthy meal at Christmas, Easter, and Thanksgiving and provided meal distribution during the
pandemic. Since 2020, it has distributed over 150,000 meals to community members in need.
Marilyn furthers her community outreach efforts with her debut cookbook, "Feed This Community." Each of the book's
eleven chapters are dedicated to eleven local charities that Marilyn and Food For Thought support - sharing their
missions while also providing proceeds from cookbook sales.
When she is not at one of her successful venues or conducting community outreach, Marilyn spends time with her twin
girls, Hari Mar and Rubi Dee, and husband, Scott Szegeski, relishing life at the Jersey Shore and traveling for continued
inspiration.
The Marilyn Group consists of some of New Jersey's most popular and critically-acclaimed restaurants and venues,
including the Asbury Park Yacht Club, Langosta Lounge, Pop's Garage, Salt Water Market and the Whitechapel
Projects. Other current projects include Cocoa Boat Chocolate and Oshin Oil.

Follow Her!
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She's our hostess with the
mostest...
OCTOBER 17TH, 2022 - 6PM TO 10PM
brought to you by NJSBDC at
Brookdale Community College (MOSBDC)

Emcee & Host

Karen Gross
Singer
Comms Expert
Host &
Founder of
'She Rocked It'

Karen Gross is passionate about Communication
that sings.™ She believes that both words and
music have the power to inspire, inform, connect,
and comfort us. Since launching her own
communications company in 2013, she has
collaborated with some of the nation’s most
influential, pioneering leaders and organizations,
crafting messages, copy, and speeches that
resonate and get results. Previously, Karen spent
over a decade as a communications manager,
magazine and newspaper editor, reporter, and
publicist.

Additionally, over the past two decades Karen has performed as a cabaret singer and songwriter at some of the region's
most distinguished venues including Lincoln Center in NYC and the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Most recently, Karen
launched She Rocked It -- a media and mentorship platform where creative, courageous women rock it together. The
She Rocked It podcast has featured interviews with trailblazing women leaders, creatives and entrepreneurs including
GRAMMY nominees Divinity Roxx, Nnenna Freelon and Sonia De Los Santos. For more information, visit
www.karengross.com and www.sherockedit.com

Follow Her!

Follow
'She Rocked It'!
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Rise up for our panelists!
(IN ALPHABETICAL LAST NAME ORDER)

OCTOBER 17TH, 2022 - 6PM TO 10PM
brought to you by NJSBDC at
Brookdale Community College (MOSBDC)

Panelist

Shakira M.
Brown
Award-Winning
Leadership
Communication
Strategist
& National
Professional Speaker

Follow Her!

Florence Dennis is the founder and CEO of Flows Tasty
Treats LLC, a company dedicated to bringing visibility to
African cuisine through the simple joy of snacking.
Concurrently, she works for the New York City
Department of Education as Director of Career
Readiness within the Division of Multilingual Learners.
Since starting her business in 2017, Ms Dennis has
participated and benefitted from several business
training and mentorship programs in New Jersey. These
include the Virtual Incubator Program by the Union
County Economic Development Corporation; the
Entrepreneurship Pioneers Program by Rutgers
University; the Community Business Academy by Rising
Tide Capital; and the The Back Office Support Program
for Micro & Small Businesses (Bookkeeping)
by Greater Newark Enterprises Corporation. She is
currently enrolled in Invest Newark's StreetWise MBA
Program and the Inner City Capital Connections
Program.

Shakira M. Brown is an Award-Winning
Leadership Communication Strategist, Soft Skills
Maven and Former Network TV Journalist
(https://shakirabrown.com). Her company, SMB
Strategic Media LLC, creates customized coaching
and learning experiences for associations,
national/international conference events and
corporate workshops/retreats for a wide swath of
industries. She has over 25 years of experience,
13 industry awards for her work and is a seasoned
business consultant. She’s been quoted in
American Express Open Forum, Association
Leadership, Institutional Investor, XM/Sirius Small
Business Report, Crain’s Chicago Business, Black
Enterprise and Smart Money among others.
Shakira is a recognized national professional
speaker, inspiring and educating thousands of
business leaders around the nation annually.

Panelist

Florence
Dennis
Founder & CEO
of Flows Tasty
Treats LLC

Follow Her!

In 2020, her business was selected as one of the two finalists for the New Jersey Devil’s Buy Black Program. Through this
program, Flows Tasty Treats received invaluable marketing and advertising exposure. It also led to an opportunity to have
her flagship product “Toasted Corn and Peanut Mix” sold at the Prudential Center. While Ms. Dennis prides herself in working
hard to achieve her dreams, she knows that her success wouldn’t be possible without the village that supports and believes
in her.
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(IN ALPHABETICAL LAST NAME ORDER)

OCTOBER 17TH, 2022 - 6PM TO 10PM
brought to you by NJSBDC at
Brookdale Community College (MOSBDC)

Panelist

Roe Couture
DeSaro
Human
Performance
Leader &
Professional
Speaker

Roe Couture DeSaro is a multi-award-winning
entrepreneur for her outstanding achievements
and contributions in the fields of leadership and
women’s empowerment. As a young corporate
executive, she broke several glass ceilings and
has been helping others do the same since the
’80s, from her million-dollar stock trading company
that partnered with E-Trade to successfully leading
a sales team to over $100m in sales, Roe has
been an advocate for breaking the status quo and
changing the way women lead.

Roe’s life work has defined the life path of many women, particularly business and professional women who are seeking to
make their mark. Her Gutsy Gals™ collective learning programs have led the way for balancing masculine and feminine
energy to belong in the boardroom, as CEOs, and leading business owners, for the highest fulfillment of life and success.
She has women taking more risks and achieving more than they ever had before gracefully. Today, she knows that
Collaboration Leadership™ is the next level of success for men and women working side-by-side effectively. Her programs
are designed using Roe’s knowledge, training, experience and connections to give you the tools and strategies you need to
break glass ceilings, overcome any obstacle you may be facing and create the life that you’ve always dreamed of.

Follow Her!
Inspired by the creativity and energy of the Whitechapel
District of London, this versatile venue strives to
redefine how art permeates our daily life– be it through
food, drink, performances, events, and other forms of
artistic expression. The Whitechapel Projects was
developed in a 120-year Warehouse complex through
an environmentally friendly construction process called
adaptive reuse. Adaptive reuse takes a structure that
has outlived its usefulness, deconstructs it, and rebirths
it using its original construction material. The
Whitechapel Projects officially opened its doors on Dec
12, 2018, as a restaurant, brewery, and creative venue.
Marilyn Schlossbach joined the team in 2020 to bring
sustainable craft beer, cocktails, wines, culinary
comforts, and events to our neighborhood spot.
Come for a beer (or two) and a good bite, stay for the
markets, the music, the cocktails and community. For
more info visit https://www.whitechapelprojects.com/

About

The Whitechapel
Projects
15 2nd Ave, Long
Branch, NJ 07740

Follow Them!
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Rise up for our panelists!
(IN ALPHABETICAL LAST NAME ORDER)

OCTOBER 17TH, 2022 - 6PM TO 10PM
brought to you by NJSBDC at
Brookdale Community College (MOSBDC)

Panelist

Bertha C.
Garcia-Robinson
Executive Coach
& Founder of
Star One
Professional
Services

Bertha C. Garcia-Robinson is the founder of Star
One Professional Services, a business coaching
and consulting firm that helps visionary business
leaders move beyond goal setting to goal
achievement. Her unique background and varied
experience qualify her to help enhance and
develop potential in people and business. Bertha
works with leaders who take a peoplecentered
approach to ensure results by developing
leadership, communication, team engagement,
and critical thinking skills. Bertha is the president
of NJ Association of Women Business Owners
(NJAWBO), and is an affiliate of The Trusted
Advisors Network. She is fluent in both English
and Spanish.

Follow Her!
DiCosmo’s Italian Ice is a legendary family-run artisanal
Italian Ice business. Using time-honored recipes, the
DiCosmo family handcrafts small-batch Italian ice with
real fruit and natural ingredients. The original Elizabeth
location celebrated a successful 107th season. Eileen,
a fourth-generation Di Cosmo, opened the Metuchen
location in 2020 and is planning for expansion in 2024.
Although she grew up in the family business, it wasn’t
until her adult life that she realized it was her passion. It
was upon hearing the customer appreciation and
feedback while assisting her parents at their shop that
the spark was lit. She knew that her family had a unique
product with a great story and a strong customer base
that was worth expanding. Knowing the hours involved,
she decided to postpone her dream to raise her family
but began planning.
Eileen has built upon an incredible foundation by
expanding the product offering, creating new recipes,
modernizing equipment, and growing her social media
following. She is a certified teacher with a background
in Food Marketing and corporate sales experience.

Panelist

Eileen
O'Connor
Owner of
DiCosmo's
Italian Ice

Follow Her!
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Thank you to our venues!

About

Brookdale
Community
College
765 Newman
Springs Rd,
Lincroft, NJ
07738

Follow Them!

Brookdale Community College, located in Lincroft,
New Jersey, is an excellent resource for residents
of Monmouth County. The College offers (2-year)
associate degrees and certificates, plus noncredit
classes in many areas of personal and
professional interest. Brookdale is an openadmission, comprehensive community college.
Brookdale serves over 20,000 students per year at
six locations throughout Monmouth County. The
College was founded in 1967 and is sponsored by
the citizens of Monmouth County through the
County Commissioners. The College dedicates
itself to equal opportunity for all and does not
discriminate against anyone on any basis, in
education or employment practices.
For more information visit
https://www.brookdalecc.edu/

Just look for Tilly!
Known for its live music and colorful paint job, the
Wonder Bar is all about having fun. From the tunes to
the tiki bar to the world famous Yappy Hour, a good
time is a guarantee. And you’re also just steps from the
beach and the Asbury Park Boardwalk.
As you can tell, The Wonder Bar in Asbury Park is not
your usual beach bar. Their menu features favorites like
burgers, fries and wings, and offers a taste of the
unexpected, too.
Come for the music. Stay for the food.
At the Wonder Bar, we want to make sure you get your
fill of great live music, and you’re well-fed, too. So we’ve
upped our kitchen game and revamped our menu with
tasty favorites and far-from-standard fare.
For more information, visit
https://wonderbarasburypark.com/menu/

About

The Wonder
Bar
1213 Ocean Ave N,
Asbury Park, NJ
07712

Follow Them!
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From Woman to Woman:
Webinars for Female Small Business
Owners & Entrepreneurs
OCTOBER 18TH, 2022 - 9AM TO 4PM

brought to you by

Facilitator of the WER 8 Webinar Series

Maggie
Osmulski

Maggie Osmulski is the Assistant Director of the NJSBDC at Brookdale
Community College. She and her team help businesses expand their
operations, manage their growth, and start new ventures. She expertly
counsels small business owners and entrepreneurs to develop business plans,
find financing, accounting, and financial analysis, identify new markets, initiate
marketing strategies, find procurement and international trade opportunities,
learn green sustainability practices, commercialize technology and develop
social media strategies. She is a strong business development professional
with a Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.) focused on Marketing from
Rockhurst University.

Follow Maggie
and MOSBDC!

Join all webinars by clicking here
About the NJSBDC at Brookdale Community
College (MOSBDC)
The Small Business Development Center (Monmouth/Ocean SBDC) at
Brookdale Community College, established in 1979, is part of a national network
of university/college-based centers that provide comprehensive counseling to
small businesses and educational opportunities to small business owners and
potential business owners.
By linking resources of the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), the New Jersey Department of Commerce and
Economic Development and the private sector with those of Rutgers Business School Graduate Programs and other
college-based centers throughout the state, the Monmouth/Ocean SBDC is able to assist the growth of the small
business community in Monmouth and Ocean counties.
In existence for over 30 years, the center counsels clients on matters relating to small business, from initial
establishment to expansion. Free assistance is available at the centers or at your place of business. All counseling is
confidential and person-to-person. All counseling is confidential and person-to-person. To request small business
management assistance, call (732) 842-8685. Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities will be made,
if requested at least two weeks in advance by contacting Jackeline Mejias-Fuertes, Small Business Development
Center, Brookdale Community College, Lincroft, NJ 07738 (732) 842-8685.
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From Woman to Woman:
Webinars for Female Small Business
Owners & Entrepreneurs
OCTOBER 18TH, 2022 - 9AM TO 4PM
brought to you by Brookdale Community College

Join all webinars here: https://brookdalecc.zoom.us/j/6991941180

9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. EDT

Supply Chain Basics for Every Business Owner
Entrepreneurs of all stages are welcome to this highly interactive webinar,
whether you are in concept, startup, or growing stages. Learn how to ensure
the quality of your product or service, customer experience and maximize
profits by mastering your unique supply chain.

Follow Kat
and WCENJ!

Kat Diwaker

Kat is the Community Navigators Program Manager for the WCEC Women's Business Center. Her passion lies in helping
and teaching others, especially financial literacy and funding resources for underserved entrepreneurs. Prior to the WCEC,
Kat spent almost 10 years in the Fashion Industry as an Intimate Apparel Designer for mass market brands. With this
experience, she is now able to share her knowledge of customer research, sales, market whitespace, costing, sourcing, and
supply chain with the small business owners she is dedicated to serve.

11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. EDT

Workforce Challenges 2022
Human resources (HR) is the function within a business that is responsible for all
things worker-related from recruitment to retention. Whether you have one or a
few employees, as an entrepreneur, it’s critical to your success to ensure that
you put down a good HR foundation right from the start of your business. We’ll
cover some of the important reasons you should focus on Human Resources
today.

Follow Her!

Linda
Trignano

Through Trignano Consulting, LLC, Linda helps individuals and business leaders keep productivity, and morale high during
turbulent times of change, trauma, and loss. Linda is a certified corporate recruiter and trainer with over ten years in sales
recruiting and hiring. She is a member of the Association of Training & Development and holds an MS in Management Training from Montclair State University, a Human Resources Certification from Rutgers University, Project Management
Certification from Stevens Institute of NJ, and a coaching degree from Coach University, CO.
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From Woman to Woman:
Webinars for Female Small Business
Owners & Entrepreneurs
OCTOBER 18TH, 2022 - 9AM TO 4PM
brought to you by Brookdale Community College

Join all webinars here: https://brookdalecc.zoom.us/j/6991941180

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. EDT

Competing Better With Design Thinking

Patricia
Saporito

Design Thinking is a visual, empathetic technique that helps you do better
customer targeting, product development and communication. Creating a
customer journey map is a great way to think or rethink your business and
identify complimentary products and services. This session will review Design
Thinking and its applications for entrepreneurs using customer roadmap
examples.

Follow Her!

Pat is the CEO and principal consultant at Saporito & Associates, a data and analytics consulting firm. She has founded two
consulting businesses during her career: a market research firm and her current firm. She is the author of the book Applied
Insurance Analytics which she has turned into an eLearning course. She has worked with companies in all industries to
leverage data and analytics in their businesses.

2:45 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. EDT
Branding Fundamentals: Establish a Professional
Domain, Website and Email for Your Business
In this workshop, we’ll discuss branding through all of the platforms used by your
business. We will start with the benefits of owning a domain, helpful web terms to
know, and how to get the most out of your domain with free or low-cost tools like
email forwarding, search reports, and more.

Follow Her!

Petia AbdurRazzaaq

Petia is a speaker for the Grow with Google Professional Trainer program. For the past 10+ years as Principal of The Stylista
Group, Petia and her team have developed and implemented digital marketing plans that have produced outstanding
measurable results. The firm has a niche focus that helps legacy lifestyle and luxury brands to connect with present-day
customers by harnessing the power of their brand stories and collaborating with micro-influencers. She holds an MBA in
Marketing Management from The Lubin School of Business at Pace University as well as a BA in Management/Marketing
from Simmons College, Boston, MA.
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Introducing our wonderful
Wonder Bar Speakers

OCTOBER 19TH, 2022 - 6PM TO 9PM

Jackeline is a spirited leader, entrepreneur,
teacher, speaker, change-maker, and trusted
business advisor. Guided by the belief that we rise
when we support others, she has helped hundreds
of aspiring entrepreneurs launch and grow their
own businesses throughout her 30-year career in
business development.

WER 8 Moderator

Dr. Jackeline
Mejias-Fuertes
Regional
Director of
NJSBDC at
Brookdale
Community
College &
Change-Maker

Jackeline is the proud co-founder of Women
Entrepreneurs Rock and is thrilled to see the event
back, live, and bigger and better than ever.

Follow Her!

Speaker

Elayne P.
McClaine
Regional
Director of
NJSBDC at
Rutgers
New
Brunswick

Ms. Elayne P. McClaine has been with the New
Jersey Small Business Development Center since
2005. She delivers workshops and seminars such
as Business Planning & Strategic Planning; Global
Expansion; Franchising; Marketing and Business
Valuation. Ms. McClaine has been involved in
building a strong relationship and collaborating
with the Center’s host - Rutgers Business School.
Ms. McClaine also has extensive experience as a
licensed Business Broker organizing the sales,
purchase and valuation of small to mid-sized
businesses. She is a Contributing Author and
Industry Expert for several publications.

Follow Her
and NJSBDC Rutgers!
Jaimie Diaz is currently a Vice President and Senior
SBA Portfolio Manager for Provident Bank. Established
in 1839, Provident Bank is the oldest state-chartered
bank in New Jersey and currently has grown to support
the communities of the Northeast region of the United
States. Jaimie assists small business entrepreneurs
with the financing they need to establish and grow their
respective businesses under the Small Business
Administration (SBA) Programs. She has specialized in
SBA credit and lending for the past 8 years, however;
also has had a diverse financial services and banking
career of over 16 years.

Speaker

Jaimie Diaz
Vice President &
& SBA Portfolio
Manager of
Provident
Bank

Follow Her
and Provident Bank!
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SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW FOR THE
WER8 DIGITAL PROGRAM

